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A Rural Comedy Drama 


in One Act 
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Grange Officers. 


Mrs. Black = e 


Miss Johnson ii i ot 
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ae 


5 “ ees LEIS sugrested that this burlesque initiation will be more 
effective if those who participate . are other than the regular 
pa oHEe officers—Author. 


ey 


; This burlesque is intended to be presented in the : 
ro grange meeting room rather than on a stage, although : 
: it may be presented there if desired. Comparatively 
little equipment is necessary. ‘Grangers will observe 
that no attempt has been made to adhere to grange 
initiation formalities . This deviation was purpose'y 

made for obvious reasons. 


yer 
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_ Master—(Striking pedestal with gavel). The grange will 
«ome io order. The choir will sing the first and last stanzas 
- of the cpening ode. (The choir—a few members who volunteer 

—-sing the ode off key and in uneven time.) 


. Master—The secretary will please read the minutes of the 
last meeting. 


Secretary—(Reads). Regular aeetin? of Jonesville grange 

was held two weeks ago tonight. Some of the members and most 
of the officers was here. The members as is farmers wanted 
¥ tthe grange to arrange for co-operative buyin’ so they could git 
a discount from the business men. All the farmers favored it. 

_ Ebeneezer Hellwig, representin’ the business men, said he had 
ne seen all the other business men that day and they favored the 
; -eo-operative. buyin’ idee because it would mean spot cash fer 
ee everything the co-operators bought. Sol. Bemiss, representin’ 
ie the farmers, said he hadn’t understood it that way and if that 
was, the case, he didn’t know whether he wanted to be a co-op= 
o or not. Then Ebenezer said the business men had also 


poi int 0 


SAL YES 


farmer granger who got a discount on oe 
would also be expected to give the co- -operative st 
discount on everything he sells them, spot cash to 
both the co-operative farmers and the co- operative ste 
ers blir a deal was made. Sol Beemiss said he = 

they sae hee so it was rea to isan Be one : 
eo-operative plan. Sol said the storekeepers was a tryin 
put equ over on the farmers and Mae eceee said ty 


Be and eae 


ae is Brundidge, committee on aah the sick, re 


oe is enjoyin’ her usual poor health. 
Twenty-five members was reported in arrears for dues 


‘elosed as it ats does. Ephraim Kendall, ie 


Master—Them’s the minutes of the last meetin’, If 


told that a sary of pilgrims is out by the farm wae gate 
that they want to get in. The steward will kindly go out . 
see if there’s any truth in the story and make a reper .: 


(Exit steward who immediately returns.) 
Steward—There wan’t nobody stringin’ you. Fe 

@ut there, askin’ admission at the barnyard gate, — 
Master—Farmyard gate, not barnyard. _ 
Steward—Farmyard, yes, that’s right. I beg y 
That’s what I git by tryin’ to take my part with 


Master—The steward will repair to 0 the an 
wsual questions and collect the lp: i 


ae 


a Bie Wie inter are blindtalded. They amalid a 
9 as eg tat as possible in order to lend 


ae a v to the fertile lands where the sun is shinnin’, grain a. 


ie th 


De we ‘re always glad to show a stranger the road 
re ‘a oSteees on your way it will be necessary for. aoe 


eiarted on the same sath that was ee ee 
member of this grange and nothing wall be es rec 
was not ne of them. i 


‘they did. : 
Miss Jehnson—I suppose I can, oe tit Ga don’ 
it’s all fer. : 


fiat 


any of you ain't got the spunk te go cn, ae soul will 
you back outside the gate and you’ll never see the glor 
‘things we’ve sot te show you. What have you got to sa, y 
All eandidates—We wish to go on. i . 
Master—That’s the way to'talk. The steward ell 
you see ae oe removes ea 


posit hen: foe pain pest), ; 
Mrs -Bla Ce well. 


That’s all He got fiat ain’t a Bott of me. 


and places on pedestal). I do this knowin’ as I look ar 
reom that plenty of other false hair has been laid on t 
thing (indicating pedestal). 


sy 


Jones—J’]] have to have a chair hefore I can remov 
artificial about me. (Steward provides chair and Jo: 
and grasps one foot). a 

Master—Mister Jones, what are you plannin 


- Jones—Unscrew this cork leg. sae 
ee eat Wait” a minute. ae is 


Heaiei. pera me ta” inquire what you're Te 
anything. 


odie 1 wort P that jon ESR 


r—Brothers and sister ey the conditions here this. even- 
to be. without breeder and so far as T Inow ‘there 


a. r Siatt: Gane to wat Sie opinions or instruc- a 
| 1 the state or oon Beane Lara I'm ant ey 


: she this. evening tee mere ier of the pes 
BRO ‘these superfluities will be deemed sufficient. All of you can 
“Newco on ie you took off. Cae dates Pale — aves 


‘ (Steward éonduets candidates to lecturer.) 


a z Leeturer—You can’t go any further until you tell us some- 


oe Black—Course we be. From.that talk anyone would 
— we was Sed robbers or something worse. 


is Ay 


Se cinek2 “The candidates will please restrain themselves. 
All these questions are necessary as will develop later. Now, 
Mr. Jones, when you sell a barrel of apples, do you place 
ar e ones on the tcp and bottom and windfalls in ae middle? 


f 
_ Jones—No, not as a rule. , 


oe Lecturer—Mr. ee have vous ever sold anyone any froz- 
<tarnips or ae | “ 


8 


hayseed from the bam. ‘abor nal Y 
bales? Remember, now, cote but. . 
swers. ; 


oe 


price is low snd sell them as fresh Whey thee pl yrice i 


Brown—Why—well—you see—No, I don’t r 
eee not, only to them travelin’ feller wh 


butter, take it ipa ey it over, add ce little cor ve 
and sell it all as nice, fresh farmers’ butter? 


- 
Jones—Now, say, that ain’t a fair question. ; 


Overseer—It’s one everybody here has had to a 


Jenes—Well, no, I hain’t, anyway not since he 
meetin’ house. 


Overseer—Mr. Brown, did you ever sell a man, 0 
telephone, first-class timothy hay and then deliver 
rowan or a mixture of clover, daises and weeds? — 


Brown—Who told you that? I wan’t to blame. 
The hired man done it. — :: 


Overseer—No one has told me anything. 
the questions in the ritual. 


_ Brown—I thought Sam Jenkins had a tellit L 
somethin’, . ee 


Overseer—Did you discharge ihe hired man | if 
of dishonesty ? 


Brown—No, I didn’t, but I told him to e 
happen again. 


Overseer—.Mr. Jones, did you ever” wa 


rock oak and hickory wood and then elive 
pine and willuw ? / 


3 


a do rm Day your bills ey a 


, Oe es ves will now proceed to the Worthy Mas one fos 
; wishes | information. ee cae 
iia _Mrs. Black—For mercey sakes, what is this, a six-day Bix 


- aster tits. Black, when getting ergs oa for the “oi 
“market, have you ever picked out the large ¢ ones. for your own 
sold the small ones : : ; | ; 


we 
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the pres palean 


Master—/Miss Jchnson, awe you ie. : 
committee to provide food for a church suppe a2 ts 


Miss Johnsen—Yes, sir. 


Master—N 0, she did oe It is one of our regular. 
tions. 


‘Miss Johnson—I don't care to answer it. It’s too ri 
lous. eee 


conclusions. The e ea will now onde tHe candidates : 
the lecturer for further questioning. 


Mrs. Black—¥or land sakes, have we got to turn our 1 
lives wrong side out? ee 


Miss\ Jolinson—I should say so. I don’t like tye a _° 


Master—The candidates will please refrain from mal 
comments. ‘ 


(Steward conducts candidates to lecturer) 


Sones Vell, now, let me think. 6 
once. j 


- Lee.—What was it? 


LB GRANGE 1 INITIATION 


Ve Suck eee nd 


re I planted watermelons. I ‘putin the seed and | ae 
come cur, in no Ba T didn’t Pet no crop. of melons < 
with a little fone 


* 


. Aa melon-choly about that tale, Mr. Jones. 
. es ous have you ever had a similar experience? 


= us about it. On your experience may depend — 


“ind 1 ra try a different location ie : ead “oe on the mest 
© Beed ue. first rate 


He hadn't no more’n Sahel down off the fence into the. field: 

ae efore: ‘a pumpkin vine twined itself around his leg and it drag- 

ie red. him nearly three miles before he could git out his jack- 
ee and cut himself loose. | / | 


| Lect.—Enough, Mr. Brown, your ability as an agriculturist 
is established ees Black, what have ive to say as to your 
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back of a rocking chair and the other end to the handle. of th 
washing machine, set down in that chair and rock while Tm 
_ peelin’ potatoes for dinner. When I git ’em peeled, the wash- 
“in’s done. All I’ve got to do is to rinse the co and Haag 
em out te dry. li 


ILec._-Now Miss Johnson, what have you sone for the 
benefit “f womankind? 


Miss Johnson—lI’ve a few labor saving inventions in my ie 
kitchen, but they don’t amount to much alongside 0’ what I’ve 
done in the garden. For several years I’ve noticed how much 
milk was used every summer when we had strawberrie: and 
cream and I made up my mind I could bring about a saving, — 
because milk is milk nowadays. I didn’t say nothin’ to nobody _ 
about it, but grafted a few strawberry plants onto some 
niilkweced and I’ve got a combination that grows strawberries — ; 
2nc ecieam. oe 


Lec.—You have all demonstrated your capabilities along ag. 
‘yvicultural and domestic lines and if there are no objections on 
the part of the members present, I will direct that you be con- 
ducted to the Worthy Master for instruction in the signs of 
recognition, grip, passwords, etc. (Pause.) Hearing no ob- 
jections, it is so ordered. 


(Steward conducts candidates to Worthy Master) 


W. M.—You are well on your way to grange membership 
and I will now instruct you in the signs, grips, ete. When you | 
meet another person and wish to know whether he or she is a 
granger, you advance with both arms extended and, in solemn ~ 
tones, repeat these words: “Frost is on the fodder, pumpkin’s 
in the shock.” If the person so addressed is a granger he or 
she will respond by saying; ‘Locked in the stable with the 
sheep.” ; 


Jones—Suppose he or she ain’t no granger, what then? - iy 


W .M.—If it’s a man, he’ll probably say ee E: wouldn't 
‘want. to repeat here. 


W.M. is as follows: Little age 
linked and thumb tips pressed ee ice after : Rae hay 


Pi Mary's little lamb’s | 

Soe . A good thing to have around — 

ant “with wool at the war-time price 
Of eighty cents a eae 


‘aes 


The annual password, which never changes, is 


; ue eh: grange ‘is in session and you want to o, in, so to 
the outside door of the ante-room. In a corner you will find a 
ee poe With this oe seven distinct raps on the floor. If the 


ome eu. ake the mistake Hen Jenks eae over is 
_ Hardserable. He went to the ante-room door, took the flail and 
geet the seven raps on the floor. The door didn’t open and 


rie 


Ean you get i in the ante room, proceed to the door of the 
ihe room and rap once thereon. The doorkeeper will open 
door but before admission is granted, the one seeking it 


4 oleful sound” or, if a man, he must whistle two verses of 
1€ Old: Oaken Bucket, Long May She Wave.” On entering 
“meeting: room, the member will salute the Worthy Master 
y clapping his or her hands. four times. The Worthy Master 
4 will ascertain if the member’s dues are paid-for the current 
“ae er. If so, he or she will be invited to be seated among 


a fae sisters. If not, the member will be required 
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just how you do your work. ae Jones, you can saw wood, I 

presume. . 
Jones—Yes, sir. Pee. 
W. M.—A demonstration, please. The steward will kind- ge 

ly provide the utensils. Lane x 


(Steward brings sawbuck, saw and stick of wood and 


hands saw to Jones, who saws off the stick mere or less awk- 
wardly.) 


_ W. M.—That will do, Mr. Jones. You have demonstrated 
that you know how such work is done although your manner « 
of doing it leads me to believe that the hired man dulls more 
saws than you do. Mr. Brown, every good farmer knows how 
to whet a scythe. Is that included in your accomplishments? 


Brown—lIt is, sir. 
W. M.—Very well, a demonstration please. 
(Steward removes sawbuck, etc. and brings scythe and 


whetstone. Brown whets scythe, makes believe pull a _ hair 
from his head and cut it in two on the edge of the scythe.) 


W. M.—Enough, Mr. Brown, that is certainly some edge. 
iMiss Johnson, can you peel potatoes? 

Miss Johnson—Well, I should hope so.: 

W. M.—That being the case,I will ask you to give a dem- 
‘onstration. 

(Steward brings wales and paring knife. Miss Johnson 
peels potato and holds it up to the view of the W.'M. ‘She has 
peeled so deep that. there is little left of the potato.) | 


W. M.—You seem to have the right action, but hardly the 
proper technique in these times of food conservation. I sug- 
gest that hereafter you do not. go so deep into your subject. 
(Mrs. Black, can you sweep a floor ? 


Mrs. Black—To be sure I can. 


W. M.—Kindly convince the grangers of your ability along 
that line. So A ea 


re 
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ae 


ois Me es Tt is evident there is no peedof vacuum 
rs. in your home: (To aa I now declare ae ee . 


cs blindfolds candidates and conducts ee to chairs 
which sticky fly paper has been placed—candidates wearing 
clothes it will not harm—and, as they rise at five taps of the 
| gavel, ‘the audience sees printed in black tee on the reverse 
“side of each isheet_the words “I am a granger.” If the use of 
’ fly paper is objectionable, the steward may attach to the 
. clothing of each candidate, a placard bearing the words. This 
_ May be attached with a pin pushed through the placard and 
. bent i in the share of a hook.) 


. _ (Note—If it is desired to lengthen the initiation, this may 
be ‘done by requiring additional demonstrations by the candi- 
3 dates, for instance the ladies may be required to serub floors, 
wash clothes in a tub, etc. There are comedy possibilities in 
‘requiring them to peel onions or grate horseradish. In the 
two latter instances there should be plenty of real or imaginary 
tears. The men may be required to grease a pair of boots, 
mend a piece of harness, shell or husk corn, ete. (Many other 
amusing “stunts” will suggest A etal ig ce to a who 
_ present this burlesque.) 


Fliays by Etarrsz IVE LISts7: 
In Old New England 


Four-act rural comedy. A clean, pure and wholesome play. 


Now in its fourth edition. 29 cents a a OTs 
Sacketts’ Corner Folks 

Four-act rural comedy. Similar to “In Old.New England” 

Adapted to small stages. Simple scenery 25) cents a COPY. 


ONE-ACT HUMOROUS PLAYS 


Spriggins’ ‘‘Quiet’’ Afternoon 
It none out to be anything put quiet. 15 cents a L COPY. 


The Jonesville Sewing Circle — 
op acy did some sewing but not much. 15 cents a copy. 


The Jonesville Grange Initiation 
A DEE SUE: No. horse play. Buy tals; sure. 15 centsa BS a 


The Jonesville Board of Assessors 
It tells some things you've suspected. 15 cents a copy : 


The Jonesville Experience Meeting 
How the ladies cated their dollars. 15 cents. a copy. 


HUMOROU S RECITATIONS 


‘‘Nothing Serious’’ 


Compiled by H. M, Doty. A book of careftilly selected hu- 
morous readings and recitations. This book will be found 
very valuable by those who wish to provide entertammment in 
connection with regular meetings of granges or other organi- 
zations. © The selections are new, appropriate and up-to-date. 
Price 25 cents a copy. 

Send all orders to 


HARRY M. DOTY, 
Chatham, N. Y. 


